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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Susan Mitchell 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The principles are good as far as they go but they seem very general and the real test will be 
in the detail. However they seem to lack a global or international dimension. There is a need 
to offer solidarity across borders by proactively supporting an international Coronavirus 
and climate emergency response that challenges the scapegoating of migrants, centres on 
the worst affected, bolsters global public health, development and environmental bodies, and 
ensures equitable access to COVID-19 treatment. It will be important to use the UN climate 
talks in Glasgow next year to push for robust implementation of the Paris deal, platforming 
the voices of indigenous and front-line communities and advancing climate finance and global 
debt cancellation. They must ensure coherence between all domestic policy and global 
sustainable development outcomes. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

The biggest barriers in my community are poverty and inequality. Just as Covid has 
disproportionately affected the poor so with climate change. Communication will be key to 
bringing folk along with the necessary changes to how society operates in the future. 
Engagement with the community and businesses will be important - bringing people along 
with change will be very important in ensuring its success.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

• Green affordable public transport is vital.  

• Investment in renewable industries so that there are viable jobs for everyone. 

• Address poverty by measure such as Universal Basic Income and Land Value Tax (or 
Annual Ground Rent). 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Invest in NHS, education (skills and training) and public services. 

Stop subsidies to fossil fuel indusries. 

Invest in green infrastructure that will reduce emissions: transport, broadband, refurbishment 
of homes, and renewables. 

Tax reform including UBI and LVT 

Just reform in agriculture 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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General response 

I applaud the Scottish Government for declaring a climate emergency but alongside the 
immediate need for action to reduce emissions, there is a pressing need to address existing 
inequalities in relation to work, housing, and transport.  

Land reform; rewilding to support biodiversity; protection of peat bogs to keep carbon in the 
ground and reafforestation of hillside for natural flood protection are important issues too. 

 


